
SOC IAL COND ITI ONS 

The pr esence of various subnormal social co nditions 
tends to degrade t he qu a lity of a nei g hborhood. I f g iven a 
choic e , one is less inclined to move into an area festered 
with crime, abound with welfare ca s e s o r pr evalent with com­
municabl e di sea ses. These conditions constitute the social 
causes of bli g ht. We do not wi s h to imp l y that by their 
physic a l remov a l or transfer, blight wi ll be e limin a t ed a nd 
s ocial problems solved. To impr ove the s ocial environment 
often requires so c i a l pl a nnin g, which l i es beyond the scope 
of this analy s is. It is a constructive first step, however , 
to identify these problems a nd to determine th e seve rity 
thereof. 

Thi s hum a n side of blight ca u ses is g i ven focus in this 
section. Seven social indi ces are employed for th e a nalysis. 
The findings are as follows: 

I. Aid t o F a mili es wi th Dependent Children*: Out of a 
tot a l of 85 ne edy cases in Littl e River T ownshi p, 2 3 
cases are in the Town or its immedi ate o utlyin g area. 
Of this, 9 a re white families and 13 a r e non white. 

II . Old Age Assis tan ce* : Of a t o t a l of 37 ca ses report ed , 
19 a r e white an d 1 8 a re nonwhite. It is interestin g 
t o notice th a t, unlike many oth er indi ces of soc i a l 
blight, O.A .A . cases are not strictl y associa t ed wi th 
physical bli gh t. Many of them a r e l oca t ed in so ­
called so und nei ghbo r hoods. 

III. Aid to Permanently and Tot a lly Dis a bl e d *: F o urt een 
cases are r e ported; of t ha t tot a l nin e case s a re 
nonwhite. 

IV. Ve nereal Di s ease*: In 1963, a tot a l of six cases were 
r e ported in the i mmed i ate vicin it y of t he comm unity. 
But on l y one case occurred wit h in the town limits. 

V. Tub erc ulo s is * : Onl y one case was report ed durin g 1 963 
and it occurred outside of t he to wn limits. 

VI. Illegitimate Birth s* In 1963, a t o t a l of 1 8 cas es 
was rep o rt ed , 15 cases of which are n onwhites. Only 
fi ve of th e t ota l, however, r es id e within the town 
limits. Six are repeated c as es sin ce 1 960 . 

VII. Pl aces of Arrest: The Sta t e Bureau of I nves ti ga tion 
reports that durin g 1 963 a tot a l of 631 cases we re 
trie d i n the Loca l Court. Th e fi ve most frequently 
e n co unt ere d offense s a re: Traffic (442 cases); as­
s a ult (37 cases); forger i es (25 cases) ; disorde r ly 
co ndu c t (15 cases ) ; and dom e stic (9 cases). Over 
75 % of al l a rrests (other th an tr aff i c of f ense s) 
occurred in two pl a ces, the colored bar on Ba rb ee 
Street e a st, a nd the bus st a tion area along Ga nn on 
Aven ue an d Route 64. 

~ I nformation pro videJ by the Wake County Welfar e De p a rtm e n t . 
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